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Abstract: Extensiv e research relating to the Jupiter Hammon family
suggests a kinship history  that plots their journey  from West Africa into
bondage within the plantation sy stem of the West Indies and North America
and their journey  into free society  in the Town of Huntington, NY, through a
combination of mutual support, self-sufficiency , and notable resilience.
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Introduction

Jupiter Hammon, acclaimed as the United States’ first published African
American poet, is now recognized as a significant figure in American
literature. Born in 1711, he published his first poem in 1760 and died
about 1805, leaving an important body of poetry and prose. He lived
most of his life on a large northern plantation, the Manor of Queens
Village, a principal holding of the Lloyd Family.[1] He was owned by a
succession of Lloyd family members who facilitated his education and
the publication of his work. In recent years, scholars have examined his
writings in greater depth. They have also sought to learn more about his
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life and its broader historical context in order to illuminate our
understanding of Northern slavery and its demise during the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.[2]

Among Hammon’s  more controversial writings was his last published
work, An Address to the Negroes in the State Of New York (1787), in
which he stated that “it may be more for our own comfort” to remain in
bondage rather than be freed.[3] While this statement has been
interpreted as an apologia for slavery, he was referring specifically to
the concern, wide-spread at the time, that northern slave holders might
abdicate responsibility for elderly slaves, no longer able to fend for
themselves after lifetimes of service, by manumitting them without
adequate provision for their care.  Since he was elderly himself and, at
the time that he penned  his address,  all of his family members remained
enslaved, this issue was relevant to his personal situation since he had no
assurance of care if he was freed. However, a recently discovered poem
by Jupiter Hammon, written two months after the Address but never
published, speaks less equivocally of  the evils of slavery and the merits
of freedom.[4] Even so, as general manumission became more likely,
the issue of how freed slaves who were elderly, impoverished, or in ill
health were to be treated emerged as a critical and very troubling issue
for African Americans; for all former slaves, the avenues to self-
sufficiency were often rocky and uncertain and their place as a minority
within the broader white-dominated society of the North remained to be
negotiated.

In her pioneering book Jupiter Hammon and the Biblical Beginnings of
African–American Literature, Sondra A. O’Neale defended Jupiter
Hammon’s suggestion that elderly slaves might benefit by remaining in
bondage, observing that, with respect to Hammon’s own situation, “we
know of no wife, children, or other younger family members, either
slave or free, who could have cared for him, or provided a home [for
him if he were freed,] nor is there evidence that housing was available.”
[5] This paper argues to the contrary that Jupiter Hammon actually had
an extensive family in the Town of Huntington that resided near him in
bondage and, following their manumission in the early 1790s, sheltered
him in freedom. Indeed, during the immediate post-manumission period
on Long Island, kinship ties were the strongest source of economic
stability for freed persons, particularly for elderly slaves; without them,
protection and support were often meager or unobtainable, depending
on the uncertain charity of the town’s Overseers of the Poor. Hence, the
first generation of freed African Americans, many of whom were already
in their middle or later years upon manumission, tended to stay quite
near the sites of their former enslavement. Faced with limited economic
opportunities in some of these locales, their children were more likely to
seek employment farther afield, with mixed consequences for the
continued maintenance of family ties. Nevertheless, another striking
conclusion of this paper is that the areas chosen for settlement by
Jupiter Hammon and his family members in the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries, persist to this day in having a strong African
American presence.

Part I, encompassing the years 1640 through 1838, traces Jupiter
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Hammon’s family from its probable West African origins through seven
generations on Long Island, documenting the family’s movements and
places of residence while enslaved. Part II, covering the years from
1790 through 1838, uses census records, property records, and local
archival records to identify and locate family members as they moved
from slavery to freedom.

I. The Hammon Family Migration Within the Atlantic Plantation
System (1640-1838)

Early documentation relating to African American families generally
ranges from the fragmentary to the nonexistent. In the case of the
Hammons, however, an extraordinary number of original documents
survive which have been used here to compile a preliminary genealogy.
Although not comprehensive or altogether conclusive, it provides a
revealing glimpse into the family’s journey across time and space – from
the mid-seventeenth century in West Africa to the nineteenth century in
North America. Even more remarkably, the sites of three former
plantations where various family members were enslaved remain extant
today, including the Constant Plantation (in Barbados), the Manor of
Shelter Island, New York, and the Manor of Queens Village where they
were bound in servitude for about 130 years.

The family surname of Hammon, however, first appeared in the mid-
eighteenth century when the family was owned by Henry Lloyd. This
appellation, attributed to the poet Jupiter (and underscoring his creative
bent) was inspired by a religious context. Jupiter was a devout Christian
and his faith profoundly influenced his literary work. For example, he
inherited his father Obium’s prayer book (found among the Lloyd
papers) which was inscribed “obium Rooe [sic] – his book. God give him
grace – 1710/11”. [6] Evidently, Obium was taught to read the Bible at a
very early date with the approval of his masters. The word inscribed
next to Obium was deciphered in 1888 to be “Rooe”. However, it is
currently believed to be “Rose”, the name of the woman who apparently
became Obium’s wife, about December of 1710. The same book was
later inscribed by their son, “Jupiter Lloyd his book AD 1745.” It is the
only instance of the surname Lloyd ever being applied to Jupiter, by
himself or any of the Lloyd family. A possible source for the name he
later adopted is the Bible—perhaps the one he purchased for himself in
1733—since many editions published during this period included a
glossary of terms in which   the Latin word “Jupiter” was defined as
meaning lord or father and signified salvation and the Hebrew word
“hammon” was defined  as preparation.[7] Thus when the poet adopted
the surname Hammon for himself, with the apparent approval of the
Lloyd family, sometime after 1745, its implied meaning reflected his
belief in Salvation Preparation.[8] His brother Obediah also adopted it
before his death not later than 1755, but spelled it with a “d”, as found in
the English surname Hammond.

The apparent progenitors of the Long Island family that came to be
called Hammon were Tamero and Oyo, two African-born slaves.[9]
Certain details imbedded in the records indicate their West African
origins and their transportation to America in the early 1660s. Tamero,
listed as the husband of Oyo in the will of Nathaniel Sylvester (their
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master on the Shelter Island plantation) may be identified with the Igbo-
speaking Ibo district located in the southeastern interior region of what
is now Nigeria, in West Africa.[10] The Ibo obtained slaves from among
their own people at this time and brought them to the coastal port of Old
Calabar, where they monopolized the local trade with European slave
ships. Some captains sailed to Spanish ports via the notorious Middle
Passage, a voyage of several weeks across the Atlantic Ocean. Spanish
law required that, upon arriving in America, incoming slaves be baptized
in the Catholic religion, resulting in the common occurrence of arbitrary
baptism names. Occasionally, groups of unsold captives from Spanish
ports were brought to the English island of Barbados and sold to the
planters there.[11]

Oyo, the wife of Tamero, may be identified likewise with the Yoruba-
speaking kingdom of Oyo located in the western interior region of what
is now Nigeria. The Fon people of Dahomey acquired Oyo captives at
this time through intermittent warfare and village raids and sold them to
coastal “big men” in the vicinity of Ouidah. English slave ships normally
sailed from this port directly to English possessions, including Barbados.
Captive Africans were customarily identified in ships’ manifests by their
port of embarkation and their ethnicity. As a result, ethnic identifiers
were often assigned to individual slaves as given names, including Oyo.
[12]

Tamero and Oyo likely arrived separately on Barbados in the early
1660s. Their new home was the Constant Plantation, which produced
sugar and was owned by a partnership of merchants, including Constant
and Nathaniel Sylvester.[13] The Barbados partners also acquired all of
Shelter Island, located in Peconic Bay, adjacent to Long Island. It served
as a provisioning plantation, producing food supplies for the Barbados
work force. Several enslaved Africans were transferred from Barbados
to Shelter Island, including Tamero and Oyo.[14] Nathaniel Sylvester
obtained a royal warrant establishing the Lordship and Manor of Shelter
Island in 1666; by 1673, Nathaniel and his brother Constant had secured
sole interests from their other partners in the Manor, including
ownership of the Manor slaves.[15]

When Nathaniel died in 1680, his will listed the enslaved Africans who
resided there.[16] Tamero and Oyo were named, heading one of six
families, with four children, one girl and three boys, including their son
Obium (c. 1668-1757).[17] His name is significant. Obium is one of
several spellings of the Igbo word Obia, which means diviner, one who
communicates with the spirits.[18] The name was a powerful statement
of identity likely given to him by his Igbo-speaking father, rather than
by his Yoruba-speaking mother. In Nathaniel’s will, the words boy and
girl were coded, at the time, to indicate an age range of 6 to 18. An
average spacing of 2 years between children indicates that the youngest
child in 1680 was born not later than 1674 and that Obium was about 12
years old.[19] Another document of 1687 lists Obium as a man, coded to
mean aged 19 years or more. [20] Obium’s birth year thus can be
extrapolated to be circa 1668. Tamero and Oyo were last mentioned in
the records in 1688.[21] They likely died before 1698 and were buried in
the African Cemetery at the Sylvester Manor.[22]
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The death in 1687 of Constant Sylvester of Barbados forced the
settlement of outstanding debts among the Sylvester relatives. One
result was the sale of Obium to James Lloyd on September 26, 1687.
Obium was taken to the town house of James and Grizzell Sylvester
Lloyd, in Boston, Massachusetts.[23] Another Lloyd slave, a girl named
Rose (c. 1681-1745), was already residing in Boston when Obium arrived
there. James Lloyd bound her out, for an annual fee, to the household of
Edward Higby, a tenant farmer at the Lloyd family Manor of Queens
Village.[24] Obium attempted to escape from Boston on horseback in
1691, but was caught and bound out to others, for an annual fee ranging
from 5 to 7 pounds in provincial currency.[25] James Lloyd died in 1693
and his estate, including Obium and the Lloyd Manor, was inherited
jointly by his children Grizzell, Henry, Joseph, and Rebecca.[26] Several
other African American slaves, including Rose, had been inherited
jointly by the Lloyd children from their mother, Grizzell Sylvester
Lloyd, by right of dowry.[27]

When Henry Lloyd relocated from Boston to Long Island, he gathered
together five African American slaves from Boston to work at the Lloyd
Manor, including Rose (c. 1681-1745) who had already  lived there for
22 years. Obium (c. 1668-1757) arrived in March of 1709 from Boston,
where he had been bound out to Henry Lloyd’s father-in-law John
Nelson.[28] Jack (c. 1670-1730) also arrived from Boston, where he had
served in the household of Henry Lloyd’s sister Rebecca, wife of James
Oliver. Jack was trained as a butcher, possibly on the Sylvester family
Manor of Shelter Island, and may have been one of Obium’s two
younger brothers.[29] Nero (c. 1690 – nlt 1755) and Bridget (c. 1690-
1769) also arrived from Boston, where they served in the households of
Henry’s brother Joseph Lloyd and his sister Rebecca Lloyd Oliver.[30]
Obium, Rose, Nero, and Bridget remained on the Lloyd Manor as the
slaves of Henry Lloyd. Jack remained the property of Rebecca Lloyd
Oliver and was eventually bound out for an annual fee, probably not
later than 1718, to work as a butcher in New York City.[31] Obium and
Rose were the parents of two sons, Jupiter (the poet) and Obediah. Nero
and Bridget, who were about a generation younger, are identified here as
the progenitors of the Kit family on the Manor and the parents of three
children. The Hammon and Kit families merged through later
intermarriages; by the nineteenth century, they were the common
ancestors of all Hammon family descendants living in the Town of
Huntington, New York.[32]

Jupiter Hammon  (October 17, 1711-1805) grew up to become a butler
and senior servant at the Lloyd Manor and apparently never married or
had children. The Hammon family line continued through Jupiter’s
brother, Obediah Hammond (c. 1715-nlt 1755). He was affiliated with
the St. John’s Episcopal Church of Huntington and had a wife and three
children, namely Richard (c. 1740-nlt 1790), Cato (c. 1742-nlt 1790),
and Ruth (c. 1744-May 5, 1817). All known Hammon family
descendants apparently trace back via Richard and Ruth to Obediah.
[33]

New York conducted a census of slaves in 1755, which enumerated eight
African Americans, five male and three female, residing on the Lloyd
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Manor at that time.[34] They included: Obium (aged 87), Jupiter (44),
Kit (40), Samuel (33), Benjamin (17), Bridget (65), Hannah (40), and
Cloe (14). The census did not include Elkanah Kit (17) or Obediah
Hammond’s children Richard (15), Cato (13), and Ruth (11). The
Hammond children had apparently been orphaned before that date and
were living with Henry Lloyd’s sons in New England. Elkanah Kit had
been sent with them.[35]

Henry Lloyd died in 1763 and the Lloyd Manor was equally divided in
1764 between his four surviving sons: Henry Jr., John, Joseph II, and
Dr. James II. Their father’s will enjoined all of the brothers to share the
expenses of caring for the Manor slaves in their old age.[36] Despite his
later worries about elderly slaves being left indigent, Jupiter was
unusual in that his master rewarded his years of service with the
proceeds of an orchard, which seem to have provided him with some
modest retirement income.[37] The family papers clearly show that the
Lloyd brothers felt a sense of familial regard for the Hammon and Kit
families, perhaps since they had all grown up together. Although other
slaves were bought and sold in the course of business, members of these
two families were apparently never sold away. John Lloyd Jr., who was
being groomed to take over the management of the Manor farms, was
strictly instructed to ensure the comfort and contentment of Cato
Hammond (c. 1742-nlt 1790) when he was returned to the Lloyd Manor
in 1769.[38]

Richard Hammond was returned to the Manor about 1757.[39] His wife
Cloe (January 13, 1741-nlt 1790) was a member of the Kit family.[40]
Their two sons, Benjamin (c. 1761-1827) and Boston (c. 1763-1836)
lived with their extended family on the Manor, except during the
Revolutionary War, when they all fled as refugees to Hartford,
Connecticut.[41] They returned to the Manor at the end of the war and
became the first members of the Hammon family to attain their freedom
and later settle in Huntington, New York. Benjamin Hammon and his
wife Phoebe (1767-after 1830) were freed by John Lloyd Jr. in 1791 (and
again by Amelia Lloyd in June 1793) and were married as free persons.
[42] Their three children—an unidentified son (c. 1792-after 1821),
Samuel (c. 1794-after 1821), and Charity (1806-after 1830)—were
always legally free. Benjamin’s grandson, Daniel Hammond (1814-May
3, 1838), the child of his unidentified son, was apparently indentured for
a time to assure his education. Boston Hammond was also set free in
1791. He and his wife Peni (c. 1765-December 25, 1838) were also
married as free persons and their five children were always legally free.

Elkanah Kit (January 29, 1738-c. 1804) and his wife Ruth Hammond Kit
(c. 1744-May 5, 1817) were sent from Long Island  to John Lloyd’s home
 in Stamford, Connecticut not later than 1755.[43] They eventually had
four children, a son Edward (c. 1765-after 1795) and daughters Juda (c.
1768-after 1798), Nancy (c. 1770-after 1802), and Sarah (c. 1780-nlt
1805), all born and raised in bondage. The family left Stamford when
John Lloyd took up residence on his part of the Lloyd Manor about
1783.[44] Edward became the property of John Lloyd Jr. before 1790
and Sarah likewise in 1791; in 1792, both were inherited by John Lloyd
Jr.’s widow Amelia.[45] Edward gained his freedom in 1795, when
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Amelia’s petition for it was approved by the Town of Oyster Bay, New
York.[46] When John Lloyd Sr. died in 1795, Elkanah, Ruth, Juda, and
Nancy were inherited by Henry Lloyd III, who did not own slaves
himself and immediately gave them their freedom.[47]

The protection of slaves, under the New York law of 1785, was flawed
and resulted in some confusion, which was clarified by the Act of 1788.
Between 1791 and 1795, Benjamin, Phoebe, Boston, Peni, Elkanah,
Ruth, Edward, Juda, Nancy, and Jupiter were all set at liberty. During
the 1790’s, the former Lloyd Manor was within the political jurisdiction
of the Town of Oyster Bay, where Town officials and many former
masters apparently misinterpreted the law and unilaterally “manumitted
or set at liberty” their slaves, without proper documentation. Years
later, some of these former slaves petitioned the Town in order to
establish a formal legal record and obtain manumission papers.[48]
Only Edward’s manumission was properly entered in the Oyster Bay
Town Records. Although other family members were acknowledged as
free in various documents, Samuel, Hannah and Sarah Kit (Elkanah’s
uncle, mother and daughter respectively) died in bondage. Sarah, the
last known Hammon family descendant who was enslaved, apparently
died before reaching the minimum legal age for manumission. As this
convoluted account suggests, the last decades of the eighteenth century
in New York were a time of flux as enslaved people, slave owners, and
government officials alike grappled with the transition away from a
system of institutionalized bondage.

II. Migration of the Family Within Huntington, NY (1790-1838)

At the end of the eighteenth century, Jupiter Hammon, as well as a
number of other family members, migrated from their respective Lloyd
Manor residences to Huntington Village, where they began to establish
new lives within a fledgling free African American community.[49] The
1800 Federal Census for Huntington contains a tantalizing entry for a
three-member household, headed by a Jupiter with no last name and
 listed under “All other free Persons.” This may be the household of
Jupiter Hammon, Benjamin Hammon and Phoebe, Benjamin’s wife.
 Since Benjamin actually owned the house, Jupiter’s designation as the
head of household may reflect his seniority and  that the income from
his orchards was then the family’s main source of support.[50] John
Brush was listed as their neighbor to the immediate north.

According to the records of the Overseers of the Poor, Benjamin
Hammon testified that he purchased a house in 1799 from Stephen
Brown for $125.[51] A property title search included in the Town of
Huntington Historic Sites Survey (1979), locates Brush’s house at 125
West Shore Road, placing Jupiter’s residence at 73 West Shore Road.
[52] These houses were the only houses on that part of West Shore Road
 in 1800.[53] They were situated approximately a mile north of
Huntington Village at the head of the harbor, where a large gristmill was
constructed by Zophar Platt in 1752.[54] John Brush purchased the mill
and adjacent house in 1763.[55] Benjamin’s purchase of a house in this
locale may well have been motivated by employment opportunities at
the mill, on sailing vessels, or in local shipbuilding enterprises; the
proximity of the Park Avenue home of Amelia Lloyd, one of his former
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owners, could have provided additional employment options.

At the time that Benjamin Hammon purchased the house, Jupiter
Hammon was 88 years old and very likely in need of some assistance.
Since his birth in 1761, Benjamin, the grandson of Jupiter’s brother
Obediah, had lived in the same household with Jupiter.  As Jupiter’s
second closest relative, with whom he had the longest relationship of
any of his existing family, Benjamin was of the right age to manage both
the house and Jupiter’s care. According to the ledgers of Peleg Wood’s
store, Jupiter and Benjamin were living in Huntington Village by
1796/7.[56] On January 9, 1797, for example, the ledger documents
that Jupiter purchased rum and a jug.[57] Since this appears to have
been his only purchase at the Wood Store within the critical time period
between 1796 and his death, circa 1805, it seems likely that he was living
with his grand-nephew who also had an account at the store.[58]

Yet if Jupiter relied on his grand-nephew to provide a home for him in
his later years, he also contributed enough financially that following his
death in 1805 the family struggled to make ends meet. Benjamin’s sale of
the house around that same time may be connected to Jupiter’s death
and the loss of his income to the household.[59] By 1821, Benjamin was,
according to his own description, “destitute of the means of
support.”[60] Constant shifts in employment and the general instability
of the laboring economy rendered the lives of many first generation
freedmen similarly precarious, particularly as they aged. This is a theme
which pervades the narratives of Hammon family members, and other
manumitted slaves as well.

The 1800 US Federal Census for Oyster Bay lists Boston, the younger
brother of Benjamin, as a head of household enumerated by name and
residing within the Mathias Abbot household on Lloyd Neck.[61] Boston
worked for Mathias Abbot as a free laborer for several years after his
manumission in Oyster Bay in 1791.[62] His household included his wife
Peni and five children whose names and genders remain unknown,
except for one son who died about April 15, 1830, whose coffin was
charged to the Town of Huntington Overseers of the Poor.[63]

Boston and Peni, while not enumerated in any other census, are well
documented by other sources, which indicate their residence in the
Huntington Village area, beginning not later than August 2, 1796. The
Peleg Wood Account Ledger #4 contains entries for provisions
purchased, or services rendered, for the inclusive dates August 2, 1796
through November 12, 1796.[64] This log contains a long list of food
and household items purchased by Boston, as well as such services as
“shoes mended.” On the credit side a note indicates he was to work for
Peleg Wood for six months at a salary of 24 pounds, to settle his
account. A further note, dated June 17, 1797,  reads, “one day lost Child
sick.” Although Boston and his wife were able to live as an independent
family after removing from their place of bondage, the need for him to
labor for a local merchant to pay off their debts was typical of the
economic strategies employed by several Hammon family members and
reveals how tenuous their economic survival remained.
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The ledger kept by Peleg Wood’s son, John Wood, between the years
1829 and 1850, contains the last store account entries found for Boston,
before he sought assistance from the Overseers of the Poor. These
charges are dated 11 July and 29 July, 1829 for the purchase of rye flour
and tobacco. On July 15, a partial payment was entered for 3 shillings 8
pence in cash.[65] The Peleg Wood and John Wood ledgers,
documenting purchases at the store on West Neck Road, indicate that
Boston’s family was living within northwest Huntington Village.

The Overseers of the Poor provided Boston’s family with aid from
January to March, 1836 that included several loads of wood, 2 bushels
of corn, flour, and molasses. Again, on 30 March, 1836, charges
included 3 shillings for 10 pounds of flour and 10 shillings for 3 pounds
of pork for “Boston of collour.”[66] Given the lack of previous listings of
aid to Boston, these provisions, supplied at the end of his life, were
probably emergency supplies to the family when he was unable to work.
 After the first quarter of 1836, no further entries are noted for Boston
by the Overseers of the Poor which suggests that he probably died
around March of that year.  In July, Boston would have been 73 years
old.

Not long thereafter, his wife Peni was admitted to the Poor House. On
March 17, 1837, their records state “Peni of colour … 1[number of
persons],” signifying she was now alone.[67] Without her lifelong
companion and most likely physically unable to care for herself, Peni
needed more comprehensive care. In the Overseers’ report of “Paupers
Deaths at the Poor House,”  “Peni of colour widow of Boston” was
recorded to have died on December 25, 1838.[68] Aged 72 at her death,
she was buried at Town expense in the Old Burying Ground.

Elkanah and Ruth Hammond Kit and their daughters Juda and Nancy
were held in bondage by John Lloyd Sr. at least until his death and the
probate of his will in 1795. In December, 1795, John Sr.’s eldest son
Henry III formally inherited his property, and with it, the Kit family.
[69] The Kit family, although not retaining the Hammon name, were
close relations of Jupiter Hammon through Ruth Hammond Kit, the
niece of Jupiter Hammon by his brother Obediah. Ruth was Jupiter’s
closest living relative.

Shortly after 1795, both Nancy and Juda appear in the records of Peleg
Wood’s Huntington store.[70] The ledger entries, designated as
accounts belonging to Nancy Lloyd and Juda Lloyd respectively, are
dated October 1796. Both accounts have been brought over from a
previous ledger indicating that they had likely been freed at the time
John Lloyd’s will was probated, although no formal records of their
manumissions have been found.

The ledger entries for Nancy and Juda at the Wood store are revealing.
Nancy’s account adds five years interest, accruing on an unpaid October
1796 balance. A notation dated June 30, 1802, credits the account “by
cash in full received of Henry Lloyd [III],” who perhaps paid the bill to
avoid a charge of abandonment or to preserve Nancy’s freedom. The
law as of 1799 specified that if freed persons were unable to care for

26

27

28

29

30



themselves, they would become the charge of their former owner. Juda’s
account details the purchase of serge, chintz, muslin and calico as well as
binding, evidently to make clothing either for herself or for her newly-
freed family, most likely including her mother and father.  Juda’s
account shows a continuing effort to pay the bill, at first by work and
cash and thereafter by cash alone, suggesting she was either employed,
supported by a wage earner, or both. She succeeded in paying the
account in full, making a total of seven payments between October 1796
and July 1798.[71]

No further record was found for either Nancy or Juda. They either
removed from the Town or married into other households. Nancy’s
failure to pay her bill for five years, entailing Henry Lloyd’s intervention
in 1802, may indicate that she had died or that she had abandoned the
account by leaving the area. Although uncorroborated, a reasonable
theory is that Nancy and Juda, like many members of the younger
generation of African Americans after manumission, were forced to
leave their homes in search of greater job prospects elsewhere; their
elderly parents, meanwhile, remained behind in Huntington and faced
growing economic hardship as they aged.

One of the few options available to former slaves who became indigent
was to submit to another form of coerced labor, namely annual terms of
servitude. Under the auspices of the Oversees of the Poor, they were
bound out to work for local employers based on contracts that were
auctioned off each year to the highest bidder. Beginning in 1805, ten
years after the family’s manumission, Ruth Hammond Kit, mother of
Nancy and Juda, was among the “the poor put out for one year” to the
highest bidder.[72] For the next twelve years, the Overseers duly noted
the price of her services and the names of those who bid on  her services,
including Gilbert Platt, owner of Platt’s Tavern (3 separate years),
Rebecca Sammis (5 separate years), Selah Smith  (2 separate years), and
Timothy Bennett (2 separate years).[73] On April 2, 1817, Timothy
Bennett’s successful bid for “Ruth Kitt (of colour)” was only 5 shillings
and 6 pence, a very low price for the year, indicating the seventy-three
year old woman was probably in ill-health.[74] Indeed, her term with
him was brief. According to the “Record of the deaths of the Poor since
1808,” on “May 5, 1817 Ruth Kit (of colour) Departed this life.”[75]
Bennett may well have bid on her in an act of mercy since he later paid
an additional $59 to the Overseers, possibly to cover her burial
expenses. Her unfortunate slide into indigence seems to have been
precipitated by her husband’s death. Since her daughters may have
moved away (or possibly died) and effectively abandoned her, she was
bereft of family support.

Ruth Kit’s long dependency on the vagaries of the Town’s management
of the poor in the early nineteenth century is a poignant reminder of the
struggles endured by the formerly enslaved in making the difficult
passage to freedom. She was caught up in a complicated system of hiring
out the poor, standing outside in the April weather on the Village
Common, suffering the indignities of the “public gaze” for yet another
year, waiting to know with whom she would be living, and worrying
about whether she would be adequately provided for and what the
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nature of her service would be.[76] This system, regulations
notwithstanding, left a lot to the discretion of the successful bidder, and
the Overseers’ oversight responsibilities were not spelled out. Hence
there is no way of knowing what sort of labor was expected of Ruth or
what care, if any, she received.

Forced to sell his house following Jupiter’s death, Benjamin Hammond
and his growing family, which now included three children (Samuel,
Charity, and an unnamed son), moved to an area on the southeast side of
Huntington Village that remains a historically black community today.
[77] They resided in a house on, or adjacent to, property belonging to
Nathaniel S. Prime and Mary Prime at 18 Spring Road. [78] By 1820, his
son Samuel Hammond had apparently married and established his own
household, opposite Alexander Mather who resided at 324 Park
Avenue.[79] This location suggests that Samuel may have rented a
house owned by the Prime family.[80] Alternatively, he may have found
lodgings in the rectory of the St. John’s Episcopal Church, which was
often vacant because it did not have a resident pastor.[81] Unlike his
father who, at least briefly, possessed a house, Samuel was unable to
acquire property of his own. Since no further references to him have
been found in the village of Huntington, however, Samuel may have
followed the pattern of out-migration in search of employment
opportunities.

In Samuel’s case, evidence suggests that that he may have ventured to
Amityville.  In 1860, an African American male child age 7 also named
Samuel Hammond, son of Levi and Almira, appears in the census for
Amityville, the largest village south of Huntington (and part of the Town
of Huntington until 1872). It is not implausible that this child was the
grandson of Samuel Hammond. Amityville developed a large African
American population in the nineteenth century and was the site of the
first African Methodist Episcopal Church (founded 1815)  in Nassau and
Suffolk Counties.[82] The AME church network, dotting the north and
south shores of Long Island, may have facilitated migration as well as
marriages among the members of different congregations.[83] By 1845,
the Amityville AME Church had exactly the same number of
congregants as the Huntington AME church.[84] With its comparatively
thriving African American community, Amityville may easily have been
an attractive employment and residential destination for Samuel
Hammond, although his presence there remains unconfirmed.[85]
Meanwhile, Benjamin Hammon’s household was enumerated in the 1820
Census for Huntington under “Free Colored Persons” as including one
male under 14, one male 45 and over, and one female 45 and over. The
1820 Census is the first time that African Americans were designated by
age cohorts. This household appears to comprise Benjamin (age 59),
Phoebe (age 53), and their grandson Daniel Hammond (age 6).[86] By
then, Benjamin had moved  his family to a house in the vicinity of Creek
Road, possibly into the home of their eldest son to become their
grandson’s caregivers. A distinguishing feature of this area was once
again the presence of a grist mill, which provided employment
opportunities until it closed in 1826.[87]

Although this area soon developed into one of Huntington’s most
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enduring African American settlements, the Hammon family continued
to face setbacks. In 1821, Benjamin made an application to the
Overseers of the Poor, suggesting a downturn in their circumstances
around the same time that Samuel departed Huntington Village. In 1823,
Benjamin reappeared in the Overseers of the Poor Records, but
interestingly not this time as the recipient of aid but as a bidder on
another man’s labor contract.[88] An entry under “the conditions of
hireing out the Poor are the same as the preceding years” with a date of
April 2, 1823 lists “Saml Starr of colour to Ben Lloyd color” with a
comparatively low price of  $3.25, paid by Divine Hewlett, possibly the
men’s former employer.[89] A notice of Samuel Starr’s death in the
Overseers records, on April 22, 1823 provides the reason for the low
amount.[90] He was dying when Benjamin took him in, an apparent act
of friendship.  Such acts of providing charitable support for those no
longer able to care for themselves, and where realistically little other aid
would have been available, is a recurrent pattern, as seen in the case of
Jupiter Hammon’s niece, Ruth Kit. The need for such personal
interventions in the market-based indentured labor system for the poor
highlights the deficiencies of social welfare for former slaves who were
elderly or infirm and could no longer work.

Benjamin lived until at least July 1827, when he was last recorded in
Nathaniel Potter’s Day Book buying a substantial number of household
provisions.[91] The Potter Day Book also notes that, as early as 1823,
Benjamin had paid for his purchases by doing farm work for Potter. This
affiliation suggests that Potter rescued him from uncertain financial
circumstances, by extending credit to Benjamin and allowing him to
work off his debt in the last years before his death.  In the 1830 census,
the only remaining Hammon recorded in Huntington by name was
Benjamin’s twenty-four year old daughter, Charity Hammond, who was
listed with her mother, Phoebe, then 64. They resided within a cluster of
households on Spring Road near Main Street, the same neighborhood
where her father, Benjamin Hammon dwelled in 1810.[92] Charity
apparently harbored her mother until her death, suggesting why
Phoebe’s name, unlike the names of Peni and Ruth Kit, never found its
way into the records of the Overseers of the Poor.

At the southern end of Spring Road where it meets Nassau Road and
New York Avenue, the 1836 Coast Survey designates one structure
occupied by a “Negro.”[93] This is another compelling example of first
generation freed persons seeking to live near already established
African American household members, in areas near their former places
of enslavement.  This is also fascinating evidence of an African
American post-manumission settlement area which remains to this day.
The Evergreen Missionary Baptist church, founded in 1910, near where
an African American household is indicated on the map, has a
congregation larger than any other African American church in the
Town of Huntington.  In addition, a small enclave of African American
residents living there today reveals the endurance of this community,
the only surviving African American community within Huntington
Village that was not decimated by Urban Renewal programs in the1950s
and 60s.
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By 1836, the US Coast Survey shows four structures on the north and
west sides of Creek Road.[94] The easternmost structure, now known as
61 Creek Road, is still standing. It was conveyed to Peter Crippen by
Elbert Walters in 1864.[95] The adjacent structure was conveyed to
Nelson Smith by Elbert Walters in 1854.[96] Both Crippen and Smith
were founders in 1843 of the First (Bethel) African Methodist Episcopal
Church, which quickly became a bulwark of the black communities in
Huntington (and nearby Cold Spring Harbor), providing an effective
network of social support unavailable to the first generation of freed
persons.[97] Although their membership in the AME church cannot be
confirmed, Hammond family members may well have later sought out
that affiliation, especially given how influential the AME founders were
in this closely-knit community.[98]

Conclusion

As attested by the precarious existence of most Hammon family
members, Jupiter Hammon’s concerns for the economic survival of
former slaves who were elderly was well founded. Many survived only
by cobbling together meager assistance from the Overseers of the Poor
and from local merchants who extended credit or bartered provisions in
exchange for labor, a system entirely dependent on merchants’ good
will. Moreover, this was a safety net in name only since it was predicated
on the physical ability of the laborer to carry out his or her work
obligations; even when the Overseers of the Poor assumed care, the
recipient, no matter in what physical condition, was required to work,
literally until he or she dropped. When the Poor House was established
in 1790, it was not a place available to everyone in need. The
experiences of those depicted here augered for a more dependable and
fairer system. The costs of freedom for that first generation of freed
men and women who struggled to survive in the absence of a meaningful
safety net or sufficient economic opportunities, make it clear how close
to the truth Jupiter Hammon came, in admonishing those that supported
manumission without thought to the actual conditions for those
manumitted.

The census indicated that many members of this first generation of
freed African Americans lived interspersed among white households. At
the same time, however, there is strong evidence that cohesive African
American communities began to form as early as the first decade after
manumission.[99] Jupiter Hammon’s family members appear to have
sought the protection and familiarity afforded by these early
community clusters. When younger manumitted persons chose or were
forced to leave these early settlement communities to seek employment
elsewhere, it caused the breakdown of family support networks and left
the elderly dependent on non-family solutions for care. Fortunately, the
churches later formed in these early communities, that became their
unifying centers, afforded another very important means of protection
for elderly manumitted persons, in the form of shared responsibility for
their care. In one documented case, the care of an elderly freedwoman
was shared by several different First AME Church  (now Bethel AME)
member households. Undoubtedly there were other similar
arrangements which prevented the formerly enslaved from becoming a
public responsibility. The numbers of elderly versus the numbers who
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appear in the Overseers of the Poor rolls would suggest this.[100]

Some of these African American communities have persisted until the
present day, in spite of urban renewal activities which destroyed
structures, reworked settlement patterns, and separated residents from
their communities of origin. Descendants of the core group who
migrated into Huntington Village after manumission may also be found
in adjacent communities such as Amityville,  Glen Cove, Oyster Bay, and
communities further east including  Setauket and  Sag Harbor which also
had significant African American populations in the early nineteenth
century, as shown by their many African Methodist Episcopal and AME
(Zion) churches.[101] As exemplified by the intertwined relationships of
Jupiter Hammon’s family members, African American kinship
networks, fragile as they sometimes were in the antebellum North, did
provide a modicum of reliability, both economically and socially;
without them, protection and support for the most vulnerable elderly
members of that population were often illusory.[102]

Appendix

THE HAMMON FAMILY LINE OF DESCENT MATRIX

FIRST GENERATION

Tamero (1 ) (c. 1 640-nlt 1 698), married c. 1 667 , wife Oy o (1 ) (c. 1 640-nlt
1 698)

SECOND GENERATION

Obium (2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 668-1 7 57 ), married 1 7 1 0, wife Rose (2) (c. 1 681 -
1 7 45)

Jack (2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 67 0 -1 7 30)

Tom (2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 67 2-after 1 698)

Betty  (2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 67 4-after 1 698)

THIRD GENERATION

Jupiter Hammon (3 , Obium2, Tamero1 ) (Oct 1 7 , 1 7 1 1 -1 805)

Obediah Hammond (3 , Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 1 5-nlt 1 7 55), married c.
1 7 39, wife unknown

FOURTH GENERATION

Richard Hammond (4, Obediah3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 40-nlt 1 7 90),
married c. 1 7 60

Wife Cloe (of Richard4) (Kit family 3 , Isaac2, Nero1 ) (Jan 1 3 , 1 7 41 -nlt 1 7 90)

Cato Hammond (4, Obediah3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 42-nlt 1 7 90)

Ruth Hammond Kit (4, Obed3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 44-May  5, 1 81 7 ),
married c. 1 7 64

Husband Elkanah Kit (of Ruth4) (Kit family 3 , Kit2, Nero1 ) (Jan 29, 1 7 38-
1 804)

FIFTH GENERATION
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Benjamin Hammon (5, Rich4, Obed3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 61 -1 827 ),
married 1 7 91

Wife Phoebe (of Benjamin5) (c. 1 7 67 -after 1 830)

Boston Hammond (5, Rich4, Obed3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 63-1 836),
married 1 7 91

Wife Peni (of Boston5) (c. 1 7 65-Dec 25, 1 838)

Edward Kit (5, Ruth4, Obediah3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 65-after 1 7 95)

Juda Kit (5, Ruth4, Obediah3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 68-after 1 7 98)

Nancy  Kit (5, Ruth4, Obediah3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 7 0-after 1 802)

Sarah Kit (5, Ruth4, Obediah3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 80-nlt 1 805)

SIXTH GENERATION

Unknown (6, Ben5, Rich4, Obed3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 92-after 1 821 )
married 1 81 3

Samuel Hammond (6, Ben5, Rich4, Obed3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (c. 1 7 94-after
1 821 )

Charity  Hammond (6, Ben5, Rich4, Obed3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (1 806-after
1 830)

Fiv e Children of Boston Hammond (6, Boston5, Rich4, Obed3, Obium2,
Tamero1 )

SEVENTH GENERATION

Daniel (7 , Unknown6, Ben5, Rich4, Obed3, Obium2, Tamero1 ) (1 81 4-May  3 ,
1 838)
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